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FOR THE AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: CASC, SA 

SUBJ: CORPORAL PUNISHMENT OE NON-MUSLIMS-CASES OF 
JOHN W. WILSON AND FRANK E. CLIFEORD 

REE: (A) DHAHRAN 0859, (B) JIDDA 4943, (C) DHAHRAN 0794, 

1. CONGEN WAS INFORMED TODAY THAT THE EXTREMELY 
LENGTHY PERIOD OF DETAINMENT EXPERIENCED BY MR. CLIFEORD 
SINCE HIS RELEASE FROM IMPRISONMENT ON MINOR ALCOHOL 
CHARGES HAS RESULTED IN HIS DECISION TO ACCEPT THE 
LASHES ATTACHED TO HIS SENTENCE AND DEPART THE COUNTRY. 
MR. CLIFFORD PLANS TO REQUEST THAT HIS SENTENCE BE 
CARRIED OUT ON SATURDAY 22 JULY. MR. CLIFFORD WAS 
INFORMED BY HIS COMPANY ONLY A FEW DAYS AGO THAT THE 
OPTION TO ACCEPT LASHES AND DEPART THE COUNTRY WAS 
NOW OPEN TO HIM. CONGEN HAS LEARNED EROM MR. WILSON'S 
EMPLOYER THAT MR. CLIFFORD HAS BEEN ATTEMPTING 

TO CONVINCE THE MORE RELUCTANT MR. WILSON 
TO ACCEPT HIS LASHES AT THE SAME TIME. MR. WILSON 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 DHAHRA 00909 191124Z 

HAS NOT APPARENTLY MADE A EINAL DECISION ON HIS 
SENTENCE, BUT MAY WELL BE PERSUADED TO DO SO 
FOLLOWING MR. CLIFFORD'S PUNISHMENT IN DHAHRAN. 

2. SINCE CONGEN HAS NO REAL ASSURANCE EROM EITHER 
LOCAL OR CENTRAL SAG OFEICIALS THAT A EAVORABLE 
EXEMPTION WILL BE QUICKLY FORTHCOMING IN THE CASES 
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OF BOTH MEN, WE ARE UNABLE IN GOOD EAITH TO ADVISE 
EITHER MAN THAT A RESOLUTION OF THEIR CASES IS 
IMMINENT. WE HAVE STRONGLY REGISTERED OUR 
DISAPPROVAL OF SUCH AN ACCEPTANCE OE SENTENCE, BUT 
THE FORCE OF OUR ARGUMENTS IS EVIDENTLY GIVING WAY 
BEEORE THE GREAT DESIRE OF BOTH MEN TO DEPART THE 
KINGDOM WITH NO FURTHER DELAY. BOTH MEN ARE FULLY 
INFORMED OF THE NUMEROUS REPRESENTATIONS MADE IN 
THEIR BEHALE BOTH BY THIS POST AND THE EMBASSY. 

MR. CLIFFORD AND MR. WILSON ARE APPRECIATIVE OF 
USG EFFORTS MADE IN THEIR BEHALE UP TO THIS POINT, 

BUT DO NOT HAVE ANY ASSURANCE THAT SUCH EFEORTS WILL 
HAVE IMMEDIATE RESULTS. 

MEYERS 
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